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“Flowers Bring Joy”
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Penny Pines

for Oregon

pE i R K

“Penny Pines" History

In 1947 in California, school children started
collecting pennies to help the forest service
purchase seedling trees to replant in areas that
had been burned by forest fires.

Garden Clubs soon joined in with their
support, and in 2004, National Garden Clubs, Inc.,
launched a partnership with the U. S. Forest
Service, to extend the program across the United
States.

Since that time, garden club funds have
benefitted 80 National Forests in 42 states,
supported by members across the country.

In 1947, a $68.00 donation purchased enough
seedlings to plant 10 acres. With inflation, the
same donation now plants 1 acre. Donations are
stll made in increments of $68, in honor of the
original program.

What Penny Pines Does

Under a Conservation agreement with
National Garden Clubs, the U. S. Forest Service
will use each $68 donation, along with Federal
funds, to plant appropriate species of trees to
restore National Forest arcas damaged by fire,
insects or other natural causes

This is part of the regular reforestation
lanned to provide soil protection, soi
ation, watershed protection, future
able imber, and beauty and shade for

. Forest seevice will 40 the planting.
with the same care and

Happy Valley Baptist Church, Happy Valley

Flower Show School, Course 1.,
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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Consider Oral Hull building fun

Dear members & friends ~ I was unable
to attend the October State Board meet-
ing held in Gold Beach (due to old
age!!!) so we will all learn ‘what’s new’
from reviewing the information packets
sent to the club presidents. ¢ Have you
called the nominating committee to say,
“Yes, I would like to be a Clackamas
District Officer”? Hurry—Darby Walker
and her committee are waiting to hear
from you. € October 25t found many of
us at the Gardens of Enchantment put-
ting the garden to bed for the winter.
The Oral Hull Foundation hosted a
luncheon for those who have worked in
the garden during the past year. We met
Sharon Elder, the new Executive Direc-
tor of the Oral Hull Foundation. Long-
range plans for a multi-million dollar
expansion of the facility were shared.

25
ovember 2012

upport

Perhaps we should think about chang-
ing our Penny Pine collections to the
Oral Hull Foundation for the Blind’s
building fund. ® Oral Hull Park & the
Gardens of Enchantment are located in
Sandy, Oregon. The Park is a “camping,
educational and social retreat for those
with visual loss.” € To learn more about
the Park and the Gardens of Enchant-
ment visit www.oralhull.org or contact
Evelyn Mell, Clackamas District Chair-
man. ¢ Thank you to Estacada, Milwau-
kie, Posy Pickers, Happy Valley, Happy
Valley Night Bloomers, Oak Lodge,
Sandy and Sunny Hills Garden Clubs for
their many volunteer hours. @ We
need to hold our April 2013 District
Meeting & Luncheon at a different loca-

tion—stay tuned for the location confir-
mation.

GARDENS OF ENCHANTMENT Bob Mell reports that the Lions chicken BBQ and Eun Day at Oral Hull on August|26
was filled with music, games and activities. ‘It was in celebration of the 50t Anniversary of the founding of Ora

Hull Park and Foundation—many people strolled through
Gardens in 1971. He asked us to express his thanks to

the Gardens, including Tom Halvorsen who designed the
all the club members who have maintained the Gardens so

beautifully the past 41 years. At the Plant Sale we made enough money to buy 11 flats of flowers for next Spring.
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We are graterul 10 Lvelyn & puu wieu (
for their continuing work and leader-
ship of the garden crew at Gardens of
Enchantment. Karen Varty has done an
outstanding job of Clippings editor! @
Clackamas District can be pleased with
our contributions of the last 2 years to
Gardens of Enchantment, Penny Pines,
Leach Botanical Gardens for Berry Bo-
tanic Seed Bank, Haitian Clean Water,
Flower Show School, and Heifer Pro-
gram. 9 _ °
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Evelyn Mell (from left), Leona McDonald, Gloria Cockburn and CB Ross are four of the founding mem
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Tending to gardens, friendships

“We’ve been
together for
so long that
we're like

an extended
family”

Evelyn Mell
81

“What we
have in
common

is that just
as we take
care of our
gardens, we
take care of
each other”

Jennifer Buss
49

KRISTINE THOMAS/SPECIAL TO THiOREGONIAN
bers of the Happy Valley Garden Club.

Happy Valley Garden Club grows relationships as well as its mémbers’ plants

By KRISTINE THOMAS
SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN

velyn Mell, 81, is
known for her abun-
dant vegetable garden
and growing things
that are a challenge,
such as kiwis, goose-
ies and currants.
beggna McDonald, 81, has 550
pots filled with an array of flow-
ers, trees and bonsai plants, along
with statuesin between. _
Jennifer Buss, 49, de_scnbe,§ her
garden a3 “plain and simple.
All are members of the Happy
Valley Garden Club; Mell said the
ommon interest AMong mem-

N LT
HAPPY VALLEY GARDEN CLUB

c
is gardening. But what cre- d fts fl
bers is 27 ther’ The Happy Valley Garden Club not only tends gardens but also crafts flower
atcags paf?i‘:r?c)i,stf?igxxizln l?)ng lér;ld arrangements and displays for special occasions, such as these made for
ﬁve; irsoaots. the club's 2011 Christmas party.
“We've ?iien “’%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ‘f{f&‘.’ng jects and each gardener enjoys dens, we take care of each other,”
* that were A (f an sharing what she knows. ! Buss said. al Mell founded
ily,’ Mel s'd here are members “What we have in common is McDon: Vd and ed Ouéll |
Buss S:lxpglrfsr on various sub- that just as we take care of our gar-  the Happy Valley Garden Clu
who aré

1968 along with Carolyn Butcher,
Gloria Cockburn, CB Ross and
Sharon Wellsandt. 3
_ “They are the most quderful

people ...” McDonald said, de-
scribing the group, adding, “Tam
going to start crying just talking
about this ...”

“We have been through it ¢
gether,” said, Cockburn, 84, {
ing in the silence for her longu..
friend. “We have been through
death and divorces and mar-
riages and births. We know when
something terrible happens in
our lives we can call each other up
and bare our souls and we will be
taken care of.” :

And they know their friends will
be there for the celebrations, from
weddings to graduations, helping
with what needs to get done, from
food to flowers.

Mell describes her fellow gar-
den club members as “diggers.”
Whether it’s volunteering once a

Please see GARDENS, Page E2

Gardens

Continued from Page E1

month at the Oral Hull
Gardens of Enchantment
or preparing meals for
amember who is ill, the
women — without ques-
tion — dig in to get the
work done.

At their November meet-
ing, the women collected
food and clothing to do-
nate to the Clackamas Ser-
vice Center. Through the
years, they have done many
service projects includ-
ing plantings at Happy Val-
ley Park, Happy Valley City
Hall and Sara Hite Memorial
Rose Garden.

When Betsy Belles, 86,
moved to Happy Valley
more than 24 years ago, she
was delighted she was asked
to join the garden club.

“This is a very accept-
ing group. It doesn't mat-
ter where you come from
or what you have. They
are about community and
about caring. They are the
most special friends in the
world,” Belles said.

Every fall, the women
spend a weekend at the

beach at Ross’ cabin, where '

she has a sign reminding
guests that there will be no
discussions of politics or
religion.

“We want to stay
friends,” Ross, 82, said,
laughing.

The weekend is about
laughter, food, sharing —
and competitions such as
which group can make the
best table arrangement
with natural material found
on the beach, such as drift-

wood and seashells.

“I'told a friend from an-
other garden club that I was
spending a weekend with
my fellow garden club mem-
bers at the beach and she
told me that if she tried to
do that they would be fight-
ing before they got out of the
driveway,” McDonald said.

At 96 years old, Dorothy
Akin is the oldest member.
She knows she can count
on members to give her a
ride to the meetings and to
checkin on her.

“These ladies are such
abig part of my life,” Akin
said. “They are so good to
me and they are good to
anyone and everyone. If
someone has a problem,
they are right there to help.”

Buss is one of the young-
est and newest members.
Just listening to the stories
and hearing the laughter
filling the room, Buss has
decided the Happy Valley
Garden Club would make a
good reality show;

“This is a group of super-
intelligent women who are
very welcoming and very
funny,” Buss said.

Lovey Lahti, 70, cher-
ishes the friendships she
has with each member.

“We gather to learn how
to nurture our gardens
and how to make things
grow,” she said. “But what
I have learned and what is
deep inside of me is how
We nurture one another
and we help one another
grow. The roots of this clut
are so deep. Deeper than
any plant or flower or tree
planted in our gardens.”

Kristine Thomas: -
kristinethomas10@gmail.con
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1an holiday fun, fundraisers & donations

Happy yalley Garden Club

The Club collects food, clothing
Clackamas gervice Center every
helpful to the Center, the actual colle
tion takes place in November, reports Co

na EndiCOtt'
Cl istri
ackamas District/OSFGC Calendar of Events 2012-2013

Nov. 26 & 27 Decoratin
g of Stevens-C -
503.656.6435 . rawford Heritage House. Contact Diane McKnight ¢

Dec. 1 Stevens-Crawf i
% ord Herita ;
Eree admission. ge House Christmas Open House, 603 6th St Orego

SRR

| Clubs p

and raises $500 for the
Christmas. To be more
ction and distribu-
-president Don-

n CitY' {




